
1

Change lives 
with a gift in 
your will 

Everything you need to know 
about your legacy to Martlets 



“ You are all special and  
do a hard job with such  
a big heart. I don’t know 
what I would have done  
without you all.”

1 in 4 of our  

patients is cared 

for thanks to 

gifts in wills 



Help us 
change lives
Leaving a gift in your will to 
Martlets will help us to be there 
to support Brighton and Hove 
families when they need it most. 

Your gift will help our patients 
choose to live their lives as 
normally as possible. 

It will fund the physio that gives 
a patient the confidence to walk, 
the art therapist who encourages 
a child to express their worries 
about what’s happening to their 
Mum or perhaps the nurse that 
holds a patient’s hand in the 
middle of the night. 

3

“ Our vision is a future where everyone affected by 
terminal illness can live life to the full, accessing hospice 
care whenever and wherever they need it. We will 
support the choices, dignity and independence of our 
patients and their families in all we do.”

 Imelda Glackin, Chief Executive Officer 

Make a gift in  

your will today 

and you’ll help us 

change lives in 

the future. 



Why your  
help matters
For more than 20 years we’ve been 
providing life changing hospice 
care to local people affected by 
terminal illness. Martlets is a charity, 
so it’s only thanks to the incredible 
generosity of the people of Brighton 
& Hove that we are able to provide 
this care completely free of charge. 

Hospice care is everywhere 
Martlets cares for over 600 patients 
living through a terminal illness every 
year. We support the majority of 
people in their own homes; with our 
Hospice at Home and respite care 
teams making over 3,700 visits every 
year.  

We don’t just care for our patients, 
we provide comfort and reassurance 
for their loved ones too; caring for 
over 2,000 people each year and 
taking more than 42,000 calls on 
our 24-hour telephone helpline.  
Carers may need practical support, 
advice on money matters, a bit of 
pampering or simply someone to 
talk to; whatever it is we’re there 
every step of the way. 

We focus on what is best for each 
person and their family so we shape 
our care around their needs, which 
may mean holding Christmas in 
August or bringing pets in to visit.  
Whatever is needed, we’re here. 
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Staff Nurse Nikki Jones joined 
Martlets nine years ago. She says, 
“The standard of care is very high 
and the people are so warm; there’s 
a really positive energy here and 
that’s down to the staff, who are an 
incredible community of people.

What people often don’t realise is that 
we’re actually here to help our patients 
to live their lives and to make the most 
of them; it’s why Martlets is such a happy 
place to be. It’s not just about end of life 
care either; we help many of our day 
patients to manage their symptoms so 
that they can enjoy life again.

The care is individualised, it really 
does entirely revolve around the 
patient’s wellbeing; both physical and 
psychological. It makes such a difference 
to a patient’s happiness to have a cuddle 
with their pet so we often have cats and 
dogs visiting their owners.

 

Nursing at Martlets goes beyond 
medical care; we pull out all the stops 
and will do everything we can for our 
patients. We’ve helped people whose 
final wish was to travel abroad; ensuring 
that all the practical details of their travel 
plans were perfect for them, right down 
to having a packed lunch prepared for 
their journey. 

We really do go that extra mile, we’ve 
had several weddings here and if a 
patient has a special event or a birthday 
coming up then we’ll be there ready 
with a camera to take photographs. It’s 
those little things that are so important.“

“ Martlets  
is a very  
special 
place”

1 in 4 of our 

nurses is funded 

thanks to gifts

 in wills
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Protect the lives 
of those you love
How to write your will
We recommend you use the services of 
a solicitor to ensure that complications 
do not arise from a poorly drafted 
will. Details of local solicitors are 
available from the Law Society at www.
lawsociety.org.uk or phone 0207 320 
5650.

How to know what to leave
You will need to draw up a list of all of 
your assets and liabilities so that you 
can decide on the gifts to leave in your 
will. Your assets may include property, 
shares and cash in banks. Your liabilities 
may include mortgages and loans. Your 
solicitor will be able to help you work 
out what to leave.

Keep your will safe
Remember to keep your will safe and tell 
people where to find it. Ask your solicitor 
to store the original document for you 
and keep a copy for yourself. 

Keep your will up to date 
You should rewrite your will to 
reflect your changing wishes and 
circumstances such as retirement, birth 
of grandchildren, marriage or divorce.

Tell your family 
It is often a good idea to tell family about 
what is included in your will so there are 
no surprises for them in the future. You 
may want to give them a copy of your 
will. Telling them about gifts to charity 
such as Martlets in particular can help.

If you don’t have a solicitor talk to our 
Legacies Manager, Gary Moyle, who can 
provide you with the contact details of 
local law firms. You can reach Gary on 
01273 718778 or by email gary.moyle@
martlets.org.uk

“ Arranging a will gives you the 
peace of mind that your wishes 
will be followed and that the 
people or causes you want 
remembered, such as Martlets, are 
going to be properly looked after.” 

 Gary Moyle - Legacies Manager

66



Make your  
wishes known

Keeping your will up to date gives you 
peace of mind that the people and 
causes that matter to you will be looked 
after in the way that you want. 
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For more information visit our website: 
www.themartlets.org.uk/give-in-your-will

Help your family  
and friends 

If you’ve made a will your family and 
friends will know that they are acting on 
your wishes and it’ll help them to take 
care of your estate. 
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Protect your  
partner’s rights 

If you’re not married or in a civil 
partnership, the only way to make 
sure your partner is looked after is by 
including them in your will. 
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Give your assets  
to the people and  
causes you care  
about

Without a will that sets out your wishes, 
what happens to your estate when you 
die will be decided by law. If you’ve 
written your will, you keep control.

Minimise  
inheritance tax 

Having a will may reduce the amount of 
inheritance tax that needs to be paid on 
your estate. 
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5 good reasons to make a will
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There are three main ways of leaving a gift in  
your will to Martlets Hospice. Your solicitor will  
be able to help you work out which is best for you

What type of gift should I include?

Important details for your solicitor

Will Writing Fortnight 

To include us in your will, please let your solicitor have the following details:
Charity Name: The Martlets Hospice Limited
Charity Address: Wayfield Avenue Hove BN3 7LW
Registered Charity Number: 802145

Every year we team up with professional will writers from across the 
Brighton and Hove area who kindly support Martlets by writing or 
updating wills in return for a donation to the hospice. If you’d like to 
know more then get in touch with Gary on 01273 718778 or email  
gary.moyle@martlets.org.uk 

A share of your estate 
(a residuary gift)

This is whatever sum is left over once 
all liabilities (including cash and specific 
gifts) have been paid.

A cash sum 
(a pecuniary gift)

This is a specific amount of cash.

A specific item of value This is an item such as a property, 
vehicle, painting, jewellery or furniture.
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£500
6 counselling sessions to help families cope  
with loss and face the future.

£1,000
10 carer visits to patients at home so their  
families can have a break.

£5,000
56 nurse visits to patients at home.

£20,000
5 days of nursing care on our InPatient unit  
for 12 people.

£50,000
121 visits by people using our OutPatient services.

£100,000
3 nurses for a year so they can help  
hundreds of people.

What your gift could do 
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You may have been personally touched by the care 
given by Martlets or perhaps you want to support 
a local charity. Whatever the reason you’ve chosen 
to support Martlets we want you to know that by 
remembering the hospice you will make a real 
difference to the lives of Brighton & Hove families as 
they face some of their toughest times.

Change lives 
with your gift 
to Martlets
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Mark Beacham and his wife 
Fiona have been dedicated 
supporters of Martlets for 
many years. Mark explains, “I 
originally got involved with 
the hospice before it was even 
called the Martlets; a long time 
ago. 

Then in 2013 a close family friend, 
who we’d known for over 30 years, got 
cancer. I talked to Billy about Martlets 
but he was initially quite resistant to the 
idea. Eventually I convinced him to come 
along to the hospice for a visit and, as 
soon as he saw what an amazing place it 
is, he changed his mind.

There’s not a word that I can choose 
to describe the care that he received, 
it’s totally overwhelming to think about 
the way the staff looked after him. They 
made sure that he was always perfectly 
happy and comfortable; they would 
have done anything for him.

Martlets is such an important local 
charity for the people of the Brighton & 
Hove area. Our family has always done 
what we could to support it and have 
encouraged others to fundraise too. 
We’ve seen first-hand the dedication and 
efforts of everyone at Martlets, it really 
is the most remarkable place; the team 
is incredible and nothing is too much 
trouble. 

So when it came to making our wills it 
made sense that we would remember 
Martlets. Their Will Writing Scheme 
during the hospice’s annual Will Writing 
Fortnight was all very simple. I’d 
recommend that anyone thinking about 
writing a will supports Martlets.”

“It made sense 
to remember 

Martlets”
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Hospice volunteer Liz 
Kempshall has included 
Martlets in her will; she  
explains why.

“I decided to volunteer for Martlets back 
in 2000 because I wanted to do my bit 
to help.

Although I began as a volunteer driver, I 
eventually transferred over to the Events 
Team because they needed some help 
and I also do some work now for the 
Fundraising Team. It’s really fulfilling, 
they’re all great fun and I feel like I’m 
doing somthing very worthwhile. 

Sadly in 2003 my husband, Neil, became 
ill with his Prostate Cancer; which had 
been controllable up to that point. 
Neil was a real home-bird and he was 
absolutely certain that he didn’t want 
to go into the hospice. Luckily Martlets 
has its Hospice at Home service, where 
patients can be cared for by hospice 
nurses in the comfort of their own 
home; so they were able to look after 
him in his own surroundings.

We had people who stayed with him 
throughout the night and District Nurses 
visiting us twice a day too, but it was 
the lovely, lovely Liz from Martlets who 
I remember the most. She came to see 
us everyday and explained what was 
happening to us; helping me through 
some very difficult times. Sometimes I 
just needed to cry and Liz was there for 
me, she was fantastic and I will never 
forget her.

After Neil died, I needed to make a new 
will and decided that I would like to 
include a gift to Martlets. It’s my way of 
saying ‘thank you’. Including the hospice 
in my will was so easy to do, you don’t 
need to give much, but I think if more 
people did this it would really help.”

“I wanted
to say

thank you”
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“The nurses
were a  

lifeline”

Raymond Tipple’s sister Rita 
was a patient of Martlets in 
2015, “My sister Rita was the 
rock of our family; she was 
there for everyone. She was 
someone that everybody 
loved; a truly kind person. 

My first experience of Martlets was 
when Rita became very ill and she was 
looked after by the hospice’s nurses in 
her own home. They would come in 
and help us with caring for her; those 
nurses were so important to us as a 
family because they allowed us some 
respite time. They were a lifeline; Rita 
was relaxed and happy and we were 
confident that she would be properly 
looked after whilst we were out. They 
were a tremendous support to us all.

Eventually Rita was admitted as an 
in-patient at Martlets. When we arrived 
we thought what a lovely place it was 
and how caring everyone seemed to 
be. It was so welcoming and as nice 
an environment as it could possibly 
be. We were pleased that she was 

there rather than being on a ward in 
a hospital. We were able to bring her 
little dog Tilly in for a visit, which meant 
the world to Rita, and the family could 
come in whenever they wanted. It was 
those little extra human touches that 
meant so much to us. 

Rita had supported many charities 
during her life; she was a ‘goodun’, she 
always wanted to help people. I wasn’t 
surprised to see that she had left a gift 
to Martlets in her will. I’m sure it will be 
put to good use to help and support 
other local families like ours.

I’m really pleased for Rita that, with her 
final wishes, she was able to do her 
bit in supporting the Martlets. I’m very 
much proud of her.”
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We understand that whatever you decide is an entirely personal decision, 
however many people do like to let us know that they are planning to remember 
Martlets in their will. If this is something you’d like to do then we’d be very 
grateful if you could complete and return the enclosed response form to us.  
We can then:

• Thank you for making such a wonderful gesture
• Keep you up to date on our work 
• Invite you to special events 

• We understand that your family and friends come first. We will 
treat all of you with sensitivity and respect.

• Any information you share with us will be kept confidential and 
secure; it will not be passed onto anyone else.

• We value every gift left to us. No matter how big or small  
your gift will change lives.

• We will keep in touch with you only if you would like us to do so.

• Your gift will be used to help patients and their families from the 
Brighton and Hove area as they live through terminal illness.

• You can change your mind at any time.

Keeping  
in touch

Our legacy promise 

14



15

1 in 4 of our 

patients is cared 

for thanks to 

gifts in wills 
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